THE INDIA BILL                                 119

the promise of Dominion Status is not embodied in the
preamble but after all this Bill does take a long step in
the evolution of the Indian Dominion that must even-
tually come."

It  would be  possible to  answer   this   cheerful
view of the Bill point by point.   The mischief of exces-
sive safeguards some of them designed to  preserve the
control of the City over Indian finance is not so much
that they will  often be used, but  that they poison the
atmosphere  and  create revolt by suggesting distrust.
A provincial   governor   will   rarely have to   use   his
" special powers"   because   his   Cabinet (over which
he is to preside) will never be  allowed  to forget that
he holds them always in reserve.   We believe that this
necessary " safe-guards " could have been secured in a
much less objectionable way, if the Federal Court had
been made the custodian of the positive rights of mino-
rities,  British residents  and others as defined in the
constitution.   Again, the provinces are not, in fact, as
autonomous as they look, since they must depend on
the Centre for any considerable expansion of the reve-
nues required for the social services.   Again, though
the ultra conservative provincial constitutions can be
reviewed in ten years in the interval we are handing-
India over to be ruled by its propertied class, and no-
where on this earth are the usurers, small industrialists,
and wholly parasitic landlords a less enlightened crew.
Finally the failure to fix any date for the Indianisation